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of due honors even after deatho He abandoned his inten-
tion of going to Vienna because a warning had come from
the German consul at Sarajevo that the Serbs might make
an attack on his life also, and because his Chancellor de-
clined to assume the responsibility of allowing the Emperor
to risk his life by going to Vienna. As we learn from
Bethmann-Hollweg's telegram to the German Ambassador
at Vienna on July 2:
As a result of warnings which have been received from
Sarajevo, of which the first, in fact, dates back to April
of this year, I have been obliged to request His Majesty
the Emperor to give up the visit to Vienna. What confirmed
me in the determination was the fact that the journey was
not an act of national or political necessity, but one con-
cerned with the voluntary announcement of friendly feel-
ings beyond a point required by etiquette; that there is
apparently a wide-spread conspiracy at the bottom of the
Sarajevo crime; and that assassinations are well known to
exercise a suggestive influence on the criminal elements.
On the strength of these considerations, I was unable to
undertake the responsibility of exposing His-Majesty un-
necessarily in 3, foreign land.
For public purposes, the giving up of the visit will be
laid to the physical indisposition of His Majesty. His
Majesty wishes, however, that the true reason be com-
municated to His Majesty the Emperor Franz Joseph
personally.43
Similarly all the other circumstances with which Mr.
Steed and his followers have built up the theory of Aus-
trian complicity are really to be explained quite simply
and naturally on altogether different and less sensational
grounds, as will be indicated below. There is not a shred
of evidence that the Archduke was plotting at Konopischt,
or that Austrian officials conspired for his assassination.
6 B; and the warning telegram from Sarajevo, KDM 6 A.